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Financial aid that will give the

residents of the hurricane-swept

'! portunity to start or the rehabilita-
tion of the farming communities
'{and fishing industry is now the
.| prime necesgity of that region,
State Senator Leslie W. Jennings
told Mayor John N. Brown and
members of a local committee rep-
resenting the Elks, American Le-
gion, Kiwanis club and other organ-

at the city hall this afternoon. Be-!
tween $50.000 and $75,000 will be
‘| required, he estimated, chiefly to
obtain a few boats, seines and sim-
flaf fishing equipment, as well as
tools and seed for the farmers of
| the district to make a new start.
“It's the sort of aid that is not
within the scope of the Red Cross,
| and for which that organization has !
no funds,” Mr. Jennings told the
assembled men who have headed
| local efforts toward the relief of the
areas. “We hope that
needs of Okeechobee will not be ig-
nored because the district is not so
well known as others that suffered

in tha dAisaster The situnation there

is serious. Plainly, it does little
good to provide a man and his fam-
ily with shelter and food for a brief
period unless we can go a step far-
ther and provide him with at least
a start toward making their livell-
hood again. It is the werk of re-
habilitation that is now becoming
most important. We cannot replace
what the survivors have lost, but
we are seeking your help and that
of the rest of the west coast in giv-
ing them a chance to come back."
The three members of the Okee-
chobea committee who came here
at the invitation of the local Elks
committee on storm relief work in-
cluded Mr. Jennigs, state senator
from that district; Thomas W. Con-
ley, representative from Okeecho-
bee MBunty in the last state legisla-
ture, and J. Denham Bird, mayor of
the city of Okeechobee, At the con-
clusion of the conference Mayor
Brown assured them that prompt
attention will be given by local
committees to their appeal. It was
announced that C. E. Simmons, at
Okeechobee City, is treasurer of the
relief committee for that county, to
whom contributions to the work of
rehabilitation shauld be sent.




